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FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 

To the Honorable Henry Clay, Spealcer of 
the House of Representatives. 

Sin,—The part which you have taken against 

general Jackson, has surprised every body: not 

less because you have been supposed to be a lover 

of your country, than on account of your being 


known as a lawyer. The public had considered 


you not as a mere county court attorney, but as a j 


liberal professor of the legal scicnce: not as a pal- 
try dabbler in the quibbles of the bar, but as an 
enlightened apostle of those widely-extended prin- 
ciples which give security to the rights of man 
and contribute to the happiness of nations. How 
much your fellow-citizens have been mistaken 
will appear from your speech on the famous re- 
port of the mild and humane Mr. Thomas M. Nel- 
son, concerning the conduct of general Jackson 
during the war in Florida. 

You have asserted—at least, so Mr. Gales las 
told us in his paper—that general Jackson has, 
but that the President has not, violated the laws 
and the constitution. And what is your argu- 
ment? Why, that the general took, and the Presi- 
But, Sir, 
what was it that constituted, in the opinion of any 
man, the violation of the Spanish territory? Was 


dent restored, St. Mark’s and Pensacola. 


it not the crossing, with an armed force, the boun- 
dary line of Florida? And did not the President 
authorize general Jackson to cross it? You know 
he did. Ifthere was a violation of territory at all, 
it was the passing the line. All the rest was inci - 
dental to that leading circumstance. Your argu- 
ment, therefore, is nugatory; for, on the supposi- 
tion of a violation, it was the President’s order to 
cross the boundary, and not the seizure of the 
Spanish posts, in which itis to be found. You 
have been famed for perspicacity; but in this in- 
stance the force of your understanding was par- 
alyzed. You are only an able logician when you 
speak upon the right side of a question; and that 
proves that God gave you talents for the purpose 
of your always and only being an honest politi- 
cian. 

I deny, in the most positive terms, that either 
the President or general Jackson has violated the 


laws or the consti.ution. 


What are, in brief, the " 


|| facts? Spain, during the war of 1812, suffered the 

British to destroy her neutrality in Florida, to the 

great injury and loss of the United States. She 

was called upon to vindicate that neutrality, ac- 

cording to the injunctions of the law of nations 

‘and the provisions of the treaty of 1795. What 

was her answer? She was unable to doit. The 

| eon ernment of the United States, in compassion, 

jlet that pass. Peace was restored with Great 
| Britain, but Spain still suffered British agents to 
|linger in the bosom of Florida, to stir up the In- 
dians to pillage and bloodshed. Remonstrance 
was again addressed to her. In vain! The pre- 
text still was inadility. Great Britain, too, was 
reminded of the necessity of her restraining her 
subjects from exciting the Indians to war. She 
admitted the necessity and disavowed her sub- 
jects. What, then, remained? Here was a com- 
bined band of British outlaws, negro fugitives, and 
Indian plunderers, scalping, burning, and pillag- 
ing, the inhabitants and property of the frontier 
of Georgia: Residing beyond the limits of the 
United States, it is true; but on a space of earth 
where no restraining Christian authority would 
interfere. What would you have done in this 
case? Read to them, perhaps, Mr. Vattel’s Trea- 
tise on the Law of Nations, the Constitution of 
the United States, and the Acts of Congress. 
Doubtless, from their well-known gentle natures, 
you would have instantly subdued them into peace 
and good behavior. What would the pious Mr. 
Mercer have done? Exorcised from them, perad- 
venture, the evil spirits which infested them, 
with “bell, book, and candle.” Or the wordy, 
law-quoting, wire-drawing, net-weaving, “ Alger- 
non Sidney,” of the * Richmond Enquirer”—what 
course would ie have pursued on the occasion? 
Set, I presume, a fiy-trap. This latter gentle- 
man, (God bless him!) has learnt from the books 
that an “outlaw” is merely a man who is judicial- 
ly proclaimed as such. He will not believe 
that there can be any one outlawed of nations as 
weil as of courts of justice: that there can be 
“Jand pirates as well as water pirates:” or that 

any thing more is necessary to punish villains than 

the writing ofjour or five formal essays, addresset 
to the editor of the “Richmond Enquirer,” who, 
by the way, has lately been very remarkable for 
the velocity of his political sensations. Or, it is 
likely, this Mr. “ Algernon Sidney,” (known, t 
am told, for being an honorable legislator, 
who commonly makes his speeches in the 
newspapers instead of making them in the House ) 
would, Kke Miss who is going to be married, anc 
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who insists on all the introductory formalities of || to fulfil the stipulations of the treaty of 1795? I 

courtship, wedding-dress, bride’s maid, wine, | do not believe it. With all your patriotism, vou 

kes, and so forth—it is likely he would act |) love popularity too well to avow that determina- 
inst this outlawed, fiigitive, and savage, band, | tion. 

sll the preliminaries usual in the case of war It has been even gravely contended that the 

between civilized nations. He would, it ma¥ be, || President made war contrary tolaw. Yes! grave- 

have despatched to the prophet Francis, andto At- |i lv contended. Worthy Mr. Cobb, is this true? 





buthaot and Armbrister, a written remonstrance; || What! were the outcries from Georgia, of Indian 
next, a wiitten rebuke; then, a herald of defiance, |) sealpings, burnings, and murders, a sham? Alas! 
wecording to the ancient forms of chivalry; or, in |) what are we to believe? Nobody can deny the 
conformity to the modern mode, a proclamation || president’s power, under the act of February, 
of war. He would, of course, have marched his !! 1795, to repel Indian aggression without the in- 
army to the territorial boundary of Florida: And |} tervention « f Congress. You, Mr. Clay, will not 
there, O! immortal Vattel, a part of thy d00ok— || deny it yourself. Were the Georgians, then, not 
bat not applicable pari*—wouid have arrested || (9 be credited? Were there really no pillagings, 
his progress. New negotiations must then have || no massacres, no inroads? What says governor 
taken place with Spain: Don Luis de Onis would | Rabun? Did he not press general Jackson to 
have been consulted, and the great maxim of Spa- || come to his aid? Did he not raise an army him- 
nish diplomacy—procrast/naton—w ould have been | self, and give the command of it to that famous 
finely played off. Meat e the bloody combi- || officer captain Obed Wright, who made war, not 


nation of British oudaws, fugitive negroes, and |’ on the hostile Indians, but on the friendly ones? 


indiana spoilers, would have been busily at work | You say nothing of Obed Wright and his villain- 
: } - 5 5 


with the rifle and tomahawk; and “ashes slaked }/ ous murders at the Chehaw. That is glossed 
with blood”? would, in countless instances, have | over: But general Jackson, whe drove the sava- 
moarvked their track oi desolation. ges from the Georgian border; general Jackson, 
Viom this digression, allow me to return more || who effectually put an end to Seminole incursion, 
distinctly to my subject, and to you. In truth, |} is denounced as a despotic chief, and faithless to 
it to have been done, by a government! the laws and constitution of his country. Georgia 
ce wise aml temperate? Spain had been ap-|) cries out for succor; and when she is defended 
d alleged imability. Great Britain had | and protected, some of her representatives cla- 
rer subjects, was passive, and lefi them | mor for vengeance on the man who was her de- 
It was impossible, under such  cir- , liverer from danger. I think, Mr. Clay, that you 
to putanend to the Seminole war) cannot, yourself, approve of sucl: conduct as 

pursuing the Indians into Florida: It was i this. 
» them there, if they were allow: | I admire, I confess, the humility which is 


in the Spanish forts. Would you) evinced by some of the congressional orators: 


! Jackson draw up all the troops})they are so politically devout: they can see 


‘ 


division of the army, by way of }/no sin but in their own rulers. Whip! whip! 


the Georgian frontier, and there {/ whip! This reminds me of the Flagellants, who 
d; receiving reports of Indian mas- |) eg themselves by way of penance. Lay on, Mr. 


mene, 
ores, only that he might liuive transmitted them || Clay. But L see no blood on your lash as yet. 
he Secretary of War? Would you have placed |; Military despotism! What is it! Is it military 
yourself on such an occasion, ina situation so truly | despotism to fight and beat the enemies of your 


ridiculous? No, Sir. What was done, is precisely |}country? General Jackson’s conduct at New Or- 
what ought to have been done. The President’s |jleans has been cited as an example. Unfortu- 
evder to cress the Florida tine was indispensable |, nate allusion! If there is one incident in the mi- 
—was lawful: and be ing once crossed, the busi- | litary life of the general more worthy of praise 
ness of general Jackson was not to play at diplo- |,than another, it is his behavior in the defence 


matic shuttlecock with the Spanish authorities, |} of that place. ‘The lives and fortunes of the citi- 
: . | ' : . ; . 
who refused to punish, and actually protecied, || zens, the virtue of the women, the honor of the 


the foe, but to crush the enemy at once. You |];men, were all at stake: ‘“ Beauty and Booty” 


will allow that it was necessary to bring the war he ere the rallying words of the enemy. Ina 
to an end in some shape or another. Would you | crisis like that, with a British veteran army with- 
have volcd for war against Spain to compel her |} in eye-shot of the city, a few malcontents and a 
| piddling jucge insisted on the observance of the 

‘sin the law of nations, what the bible is im reli) forms of civil law. Will posterity believe it? The 
Hee end kuavery pervert the menning of both. {| : z : ¢ “ 
wenj from Hoiy Wrst and deovagogues || forms of law! when law, gospel, and every thing 

f pubie law from: Vat Vide divers }) ° ‘ 
auth suadry C.says inthe newspapers. Helse that is valuable to human nature, was at 
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stake on the event of a battle! General Jackson 
won that battle; and victory had no sooner de- 
clared in his favor, than, although at the head of a 
triumphant army, he submitted to the civil au- 
thorities; peaceably vielded himself to the sen- 
tence of the very judge whom he had personally 
offended, and was fined. Who could have acted 
more like a genuine patriot?) Would Cincinnatus 
himself have behaved with more humility? The 
people of New Orleans, sensible of his merits, in- 
stantly paid the fine of a thousand dollars. 

But Arbuthnot and Armbrister—lonest souls!— 
they, it seems, were foully murdered. They never 
did any harm; not they. They were peaceably, 
no doubt, pursuing a fair, a free, an honorable, 
trade, with the Seminoles. Were they, indeed! 
Now, I dare say, Mr. Clay, that you have read 
the story of the Devil’s visit to Paradise. His Sa- 
tanic majesty, you know, was a trader, too, in the 
garden of Eden. He neither stole any thing nor 
made war upon the animals and property there. 
He was, iike Messrs. Arbuthnot and Armbrister, 
a simple, honest gentleman, merely employed, 
like them, upon his lawful concerns. But you 
will recollect, Sir, that this Devil, whilst thus in- 
nocently engaged, did, by certain false sugges- 
tions and false representations, induce Madam 
Eve to do a thing which damned the whole hu- 
man race for about three thousand years. Yet 
could the Devil have been hung or shot for it, by 
any of Adam’s sons, I have not the least doubt 
but Mr. Cobb would have thought it an act of 
military despotism, and a most cruel and wicked 
transaction! 

Guilty or not guilty, however, it is asserted that 
general Jackson had no power to try Arbuthnot 
and Armbrister. But what is the truth? 

Great Britain would not interfere to restrain or 
punish them. 

Spain would net, or could not, punish them. 

The Indians regarded them as friends, and, of 
course, would not meddle with them in the way 
of vengeance. 

If guilty, then, they could only be punished by 
the United States. 

What should have been the mode of punishing 
them? I assert, without the fear of contradiction 
from any sound lawyer— 

1. That they were subject to be put to death 
by the public authorities of the United 
States. 

2. That they could not be tried and punished 

by the civil courts of the United States. 

3. That a court martial is the only tribunal that 
could legally try them. 


4. And that general Jackson, as commander in 








chief of the southern ditiston of the army, had 
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full authority to put them to death, after they 
were found guilty. 
1. They were subject to be put to death. And 
here, Mr. Clay, as you are fond of the books, 1 
will give vou a brief quotation from Vattel. “He 
* whois injured by foreign subjects (says Vattel, 
 § 52, b. 4, ch 4,) does himself justice by his own 
“ power, when he meets with the offenders in his 
* own territories, or in a free place: for instance, 
on the open sea; ar if he pleases, he requires 
justice from their sovereign: but on seizing 
them even in a free place, every one does him- 
self justice. In this manner pirates are treated. 
And, to avoid all misunderstanding, it is agreed 
that every private person committing hostilities with 
out a commission from their sovereign should meet 
with the same treatment.” 


Here is law for you, exactly in point. Here were 
Arbuthnot and Armbrister, committing hostilities, 
(the one by exciting to war, the other by person- 
ally leading in it, ) without a commission from their 
sovereign. General Jackson caught them, and 
treated them as the law of nations prescribes— 
as pirates—and put them to death. 

Allow me, Six, in this place to remark, that all 
allegations against general Jackson with respect 
to the nature of the testimony, and the finding of 
the culprits guilty, are misdirected. The court 
were the jury. Ifthe parties were convicted upon 
feeble or false evidente, it was not his fault, but 
that of the court. He submitted the case to their 
decision. He did not find the prisoners guilty 
himself: he only applied the law. This, Mr. 
Clay, you are well aware, is the usual course in 
the ordinary courts of justice; and you ought not 
to condemn general Jackson for following the 
practice. 

2. They could not be tried and punished by the 
civil courts of the United States. tis not necessary 
to dwell on this point. The jurisdiction of the 
courts of the United States, it is notorious, is con- 
fined to offences committed at sea, or within the 
limits of the United States and their territorics, 
or on lands guaranteed to the Indians by treaty, 
Offences within a foreign jurisdiction are not cog- 
nizable by them. 

3 A court martial is the only tribunal that could 
legally try them. ‘This point is established by the 
well known fact that all military offences can be 
tried by such a court alone. 
buthnot and Armbrister wére strictly military. 
They fomented war; they furnished supplies; they 
led to battle. 

4. General Jackson had full authority to put then 
to death after they were found guilty. By the Rules 
and Articles of War, all sentences may be confirm. 
ed and executed in time of wer, by the general of. 


The offences of Ar- 
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ficer ordering the court 


vol. 4.) 
Now, Sir, do you or any other man, by fair 


(Laws U. S. page 22, 


reasoning, drive me from these positions if you 


can. I defy you to the experiment. It is not in 
the power of the human intellect to do it. 

I regret, exceedingly, the necessity of this ad- |} 
dress. Ihave had bopes of you, which 1 should 
be sorry to see wholly disappointed. You have a 


certain quickness of parts, a certain portion of abi- 








lities, and you are a speaker sufficiently agreea- |) 
ble, to make you respectable in the eyes of your || 
| 
} 
1 
a profound calculator, a master of elocution, nor |} 


fellow citizens. But do not destroy yourself by 


self-delusion. You are neither a man of erudition, 
have you in the proper degree the command of 
your temper, to make you what I call a great 
statesman. There are not wanting those who 
think they see in you that unsteadiness, that wa- 
vering, which indicate an eventual downfall in 
the political world. 
What vou might be, I think I can perceive: What 


I confess I do not go so far. 


} 


you willbe, time must develop. Resort te severe 


study and deep meditation. Examine yourself 
with rigor: Chastise and control your passions. 
This is the sincere advice of a friend, whom vou 
do not know, but who does not wish your useful- 
I have mark- 
ed your progress from the Senate to the House; | 
from the House to Ghent; from Ghent to London; 


ness to the public to be lost. 


and from London to the House again. I have 


sometimes feared for you; for trust me, Mr. Clay, | 





governinent is an engine of potent operation; | 
P . | 
and deeply as I know you think yourself versed 


in its arcana, you are as yet a mere novice in the | 


‘amount principles of its tremendous machi-| 


Without any particular reference to you, but 
assuredly with a reference to many of the orators! 
and writers who have taken part in the discus. | 
sions concerning the Seminole war, 1 shall con- | 
clude with a quotation from David Hume’s intro- | 
ductory section of “ An inquiry concerning the |} 
Principles of Morals.” Read it, Mr. Clay; and | 
recommend it, I beseech you, to the perusal of || 
all those who take part with you in this affair: 

* Disputes with men, (says Hume,) pertina- 
« cjously obstinate in their principles, are, of all || 
« others, the most irksome; except, perhaps, | 
« those with persons entirely disingenuous, who 





« yeallu do not believe the opinion they defend, but 
“ engage in the controversy, from affectation, 
« from a spirit of opposition, or from a desire of 
« showing wit and ingenuity superior to the rest 
« of mankind. The same blind adherence to 
« their own argtments is to be expected in both; 
« the same contempt of their antagonists; and the 
« same passionate veliemence in enforcing so- 
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phistry and falsehood. And as reasoning is not 


“ the source whence either disputant derives his 
“ tenets, it is in vain to expect that any logic, 


“ which speaks not to the affections, will ever en- 


* eave him to embrace sounder principles.” 
THEMIS POCLES. 


FEARON’S FALSHOODS. 
To the Editor of the National Advocate. 
Hyde Park, January 9, 1819. 

Sin,—Before I saw your paper of the day be- 
fore yesterday, giving some extracts from a book 
published in England, by one Fearon, | had writ- 
ten part of the following article, and had prepar- 
ed to send it home as part of a Register. of which 
I send one every week. Your paper enabled me 
to make an addition to the arucie; and in the few 
words below, I have this day sent the whole otf 
to be published in London. If you think it worth 
inserting, I beg you to have the goodness to give 
it a place, and [ beg the same favor at the hands 
oi all those editors who may have published 
fearon’s account of what he calls 4s visit to me. 

1 am, sir, your most obedient and most humble 
servant, WM. COBBETT 

There is, Iam told, one Fearon, who has gone 
home and written and published a book, a@/using 
this country and its peopie in the grossest manner. 1 
only hear of it by letter. I hear also that he 
speaks of me as if he knew me. I will tell you 
how far he knew me: I live at a country house 20 
miles from New York. One morning, in the sum- 
mer of 1817, a young man came into the hall, 
and introduced himself to me under the name of 
Fearon. The following I find about him in my 
Journal: “A Mr. Fearon came this morning and 
had breakfast with us. ‘old us an odd story 
about having slept in a black woman’s hut last 
night for sixpence, though excelicnt taverns at 
every two miles along the road. Tok! us a still 
odder story about his being an envoy from a host 
of families in London to look out for a place of 
settlement in America—but he took special care 

any one of those families, though we 
asked him to de it 

We took him, at first, for asort of spy. Wil- 
liam thinks he is a shopkeeper’s clerk. I think 
he has been a tailor. t observed that he carried his 
elbow close to his sides, and his arms below the 
elbow in a horizontal position. It came out that 
he had been with Buchanan, Castlereagh’s con- 
sul at New York; but it is too ridiculous—such a 
thing as this cannot be a spy—he can get access 
no where but to taverns and boarding houses.” 

This note stands in my journal or diary of 22d 
August, 1817. I remember that he asked me 
some very silly questions about the prices of /and, 
cattle, and other things, which I answered very 
shortly. He asked my advice about the families 
emigrating, and the very words I uttered in an- 
swer were these: “ Every thing I can say in such 
a case, is to discourage the enterprise. If Eng- 
glishmen come here, let them come individually, 
and sit down amongst the natives: no other plan is 
rational.” 

What I have heard of this man since, is, that 
he spent his time, or greater part of it, in New 
York, among the idle and dissolute young Eng- 
glishmen, whose laziness and extravsgance had 
put them in a state to make them uneasy, and to 
make them unnoticed by respectable people 
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That country must be 4ad,to be sure, whici: 
would not give them ease and abundance without 
Jabor or economy. 

Now what can such a man know of America. 
He has not kept house; he has never had any 
circle of acquaintances amongst the people; he has 
never been a guest under any of their roofs; ie 
knows nothing of them manners or their charac- 
ters; and how can suck a man be a judge of the 
effects of their institutions, civil, political, or re- 
ligious? 

1 have no doubt, hewever, that the reviews and 
newspapers inthe pay of the borough-mongers, 
will do their best to propagate the falsehoods 
contained in this man’s book. But what would 
you say of the people of America, if they were to 
affect to believe What the French general suid of 
the people of England. This man, in a book 
which he published in France, said that all the 
English married women got drunk, and swore like 
troopers; and that all the young women were 
strumpets, and that the greater part of them had bas- 





tards before they were married. Now, if the peo- 
ple of America were to affect to believe this what 
should we say of them? Yet this is just as true 
as this #earon’s account of the people of America. | 

As to the facts of this man’s visit to me, my son 
William, who is by this time in London, can and 
will vouch for their truth at any time, and if ne 
cessary, to Fearon’s face, if Fearon has a face 
which he dares show. 

Since writing the above, the New York papers 
have brought me a specimen of Mr. Fearon’s per- 
formance. I shall notice onty his accuunt of his 
visit to me. It is in the following words: 

“ A visit to Mr. Cobbett—Upon arriving at Mr. 
Cobbett’s gate, my feelings, in walking along the 
path which led to the residence of this celebrated 
man, are difficult to describe. ‘Whe idea of a per- 
son self-banished, leading an isolated life in a 
foreign land—a path rarely trod, fences in ruin, 
the gate broken, a house mouldering to decay, added 
to much awkwardness of feeling on my part, 
calling upon an entire stranger, produced in 
my mind feelings of thoughifulness and me- 
lancholy. I would fain almost have returned 
without entering the wooden mansion, ima- 





gining that its possessor would exclaim, ‘‘ what 
intruding fellow is here coming to break in upon} 
my pursuits’? But these difficulties ceased al- | 
most with their existence. A female servant (an 

English woman) informed me that her master was 

from home, attending at the county court. fer | 
language was natural enough for a person in ber 

situation: she pressed me to walk in, being quite | 
certain that L was her countryman; and she was 
so delighted to see an Englishman, instead of those 
nasty guessing Yankees. Following my guide 
through the kitchen (the floor of which, she as- 
serted, was imbedded with two feet of dirt when 
Mr. Cobbett came there—(it had been previously 
‘in the occupation of .dmericans) | was conducted 
to a front parlour, which contained but «a single 
chair and several trunks of seacloithes. Mr. C’s 
first question on seeing me was, ‘are you an 
American sir? then, what were my objects in the 
United States? was L acquainted with the friends 
of liberty in London? how long had 1 left? &e. 
He was immediately familar. 1 was pleasingly 
disappointed with the general tone of his man- 
ners. Mr. C. thinks meantly of the .lmerican people, 
but spoke highly of the economy of their govern- 
ment. He does not advise persons in respectable 
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circumstances to emigrate, even in the present 
state of England. In his opinion a family who can 
barely live upon their property, will more consult 
their happiness by not removing to the United 
States. He almost laughs at Ur. Birkbeck’s settling 
in the western country. ‘This being the first time 
I had seen this well known character, Ll viewed 
him with no ordinary degree of interest. A print 
by Bartolozzi, executed in eighteen hundred and 
one, conveys a correct outline of his person. His 
eyes are small, and pleasingly good natured. ‘To 
a French gentleman present, he was attentive; 
with his sons familiar; to his servants easy; but to 
all, in his tone and manner resolute and deter- 
mined. He feels no hesitation in praising him- 
self, and evidently believes that he is eventtially 
destined to be the Atlas of the British nation. 
His faculty of relating anecdotes is amusing. In- 
stances when we mcet. My impressions of Mr. 
Cobbett are, that those who know him would like 
him, if they can be content to submit unconditi- 
onally to his dictation. ‘Obey me, and I will treat 
you kindly, if you do not, L will trample on you,” 
seemed visible in every word and feature. He 
appears to feel, in ils fullest force, the sentiment, 
“ [have no brother, am like no brother, 
* Tam myself alone.” 

It is unlucky for this blade, that the patties are 
alive. First—let the “ Exglish woman”? speak for 
herself, which she does, in these words: 

“4 remember, that, about a week after I came 
to Ilyde Park, in 1817, a man came to the house 
in the evening, when Mr Cobbet was out, and 
that he came eyain the next morning. I never 
knew, or asked, what countryman he was. He 
came to the back door. 1 first gave him a chair 
in a back room; but, as he was a slippery looking 
young man, and as it was growing late, my hus- 
band thought it was best to bring him down into 
the kitchen, where he staid till he went away. I 
had notalk withhim. IT could not know what con- 
dition Mr. Cobbett found the house in, for I did 
not come bere *till the middie of August. [never 
heard whether the gentleman that lived here be- 
fore Mr. Cobbett was an American or not. I ne- 
ver in my life said a word against the people of 
the country; Lam very glad { came to it; | am do- 
ing very wellin it; and have found as good and 
kind friends amongst the Americans, as | ever had 
in ail my life. MARY ANN CHURCHER, 

* Hyde Park, 8th Jan. 1Siy.” 

Mrs. Churcher puts me in mind, that T asked 
her what sort of a looking man it was, and that she 
said that he looked like an exciseman, and that 
Churcher exclatiued; “ Why, you fool, they don’t 
have any excisen.cn and such fellows her!” Tne. 
ver was at a coun’y court in America in my life. I 
was Out shooting. 

As to the house, it is a better one than he ever 
entered, except as a lodger or 4 servant, or to car- 
ry home work. The pata, so far from being track- 
less, was as beaten as the highway. ‘The yentle- 
man who lived here before me was an Englishman 
whose name was Crow. But only think of dirt, 
two feet deep, in a kitchen! Allis false. The 
house was built by judge Ludlow. It is large, 
and very sound and commodious. The avenues 
of trees before it the most beautiful that I ever 
saw. ‘Che orchard, the fine shade and fine grass 
all about the house, the abundant garden, the 
beautiful turnip field; the whole a subject worthy 
of admiration; and not a single drawback. A 
hearty unostentatious welcome from me aud my 
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sons. A breakfust such, probably, as the fellow 
will never eat again I leave the public to guess, 
whether it be likely, that I should give a chap like 
this my opinions about goverament or people! 
Just as if 1 did not know the people! Just as if 
they were new to me! The man was not in the 
house half an hour in the morning. Judge, then, 
what he could know of my manners and charac 
ter. He was a long time afterwards at New York. 
Would he not have been here a second time, if 1 
had been familiar enough to relate anecdotes to 
him? Such blades are not backward in renewing 
their visits whenever they get but a little encou- 
ragement. He, in another part of the extracts 
that I have seen, complains of the reserve of the 
.Inevican ladies. No “social intercourse,” lre 
savs, between the sexes. That is to say, he could 
find none! Vil engaye he could not; amongst the 
whites, at least. It is hardly possible for me to 
talk about the public affairs of England and not to 
tallc of some of my own acts; but, is it not mon 
strous to suppose that | should praise myself, and 
how that I believed myself destined to be the At- 
ius of the British nation, in my conversation of a 
few minutes with an utter stranger, and that, too, 
a blade whom I took for a decent tailor, my son 
William for a shop keeper’s clerk, and Mrs 
Churcher, with less charity, for a slippery young 
man, or at best, for an exciseman!—As I said be- 
fore, such a man can know nothing of the people 
of America. He has no channel through which to 
get at them. And indeed, why should he?—Can 
he go into the families of people at home? Not he, 
indeed, beyond his own low circle —Why should 
he do it here then? Did he think he was coming 
here to live at free quarter?-—The black woman’s 
hut, indeed, he might force himself into with im- 
punity; sixpence would insure him a reception; 
but, it would be a shame, indeed, if such a man 
could be admitted to unreserved intercourse with 
American ladies.—Slippery as he was, he could not 
1 
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Declaration of the Allied Sovercigns. 

Now that the pacification of Europe is accom. 
plished, by the resolution of withdrawing the 
foreign troops from the French territory; and now 
that there is an end of those measures of precau- 
tion which deplorable events had rendered ne- 
cessary, the ministers and plenipotentiaries of 
their majesties the emperor of Austria, the king 
of France, the king of Great Britain, the king of 
Prussia, and the emperor of all the ibussias, having 
received orders from their sovereigns to make 
known to all the courts of Europe, the results of 
their meeting at Aix-la-Chapelle, and with that 
view to publish the following declaration: —The 
Convention of the 9th of October, which defini- 
tively regulated the execution of the engage- 
ments agreed to inthe treaty of peace of Nov. 20, 
1815, is considered by the sovereigns who con- 
curred therein, as the accomplishment of the 
work of peace and as the completion of the poli- 
tical system destined to ensure its solidity. The 
intimate union established among the monarchs, 
who are joint parties to this system by their own 
principles, no less than by the interests of their 
people, offers to Europe the most sacred pledge 
of its future tranquillity. The object of this 
union is as simple as it is great and salutary It 
does not tend to any new political combination—- 
to any change in the relations sanctioned by ex- 
isting treaties. Calm and consistent in its pro- 
ceedings, it has no other object than the main- 
tenance of peace, and the security of those trans- 
actions on which the peace was founded and con- 
solidated. The sovereigns, in forming this au- 
gust union, have regarded as its fundamental ba- 
| sis, their invariable resolution never to depart, 
either among themselves, or in their relations 
with other States, from the strictest observation 
of the principles of the right of nations; principles 
| which, in their application to a state of perma- 
|nent peace, can alone effectually guarantee the 





slide into their good graces, and into the posses- || independence of each government and the sta- 


sion of their fathers’ soul-subduing dollars; and so |; bility of the general association 


Faithful to these 


he has gone home to curse the “ nasty guessing || primeiples, the sovereigns will maintain them 


Americans.” 


I desire my son to try to hunt out this blade, 
and to let me know what hole they find him in; 
what was his parentage; and what ius calling. We 
shall then see what a pretty fellow this was to 
expect ® social intercourse with American ladies.” 

WILLIAM COBBETT. 
——-= 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
NETUERLANDS,. 

-la-Chapelle, Nov. 24.—The august assem- 
solved, and the sovereigns left Aix-la- 
wapelle the 17th, 19th, and 22d November. 
Previous to the dissolution, the sovereigns order- 
i four documents to be published, which em 

race al] their procecedings and views 

I An acknowledgement of the tranquil state 
of France—of her fulfilment of all her engage- 
ments—of her ability to support ner xisting gov- 
ernment, and, consequently, of the propricty of 
withdrawing the army of occupation. It also in- 
vites the king of France to join the great alliance. 

i}. Phe act of accession of France to the alliance 

Ith. A protocol of an appeal to the whole civil- 
zed world, in vindication of the great objecis 
which the Allied Powers have already accom- 
plished, and still have in view. 


, 











} 
IV A deciaration, of wuich the following is a 


Ov— 


| equally in those meeetings at which they may be 
personally present, or in those which shall take 
place among their ministers; whether it shall be 
their object to discuss in common their own in- 
terests, or whether they shall take cognizance of 
questions in which other governments shali formal- 
ly claim their interference. The same spirit which 
will direct their councils, and reign in their diplo- 
| inatic communications, shall preside also at these 
| meetings; and the repose of the world shall be 
| constantly their motive and theirend. It is with 
such sentyments that the sovereigns have con- 
summated the work to which they were called. 
| hey will not cease to labor for its confirmation 
jand perfection. They solemnly acknowledge, 
that their duties towards God and the people 
whom they govern, make it neremptory on them 
to give to the world, as far as in their power, an 
jexanple of justice, of concord, of moderation; 
j happy in the power ef consecrating, from hence- 
I forth, all their efforts to the protection of the arts 
of peace, to the increase of the internal prosperi- 
ty of their States, and to the awakening of those 
sentiments of religion and morality, whose em- 
| pire has been but too much enfeebled by the mis- 
fortune of the times. (Signed) 
METTERNICU, WetLIncron, NeEsseLnopr. 
Ricweriey, Hatpensene, Caeo D’isruia. 
CasiLitiasy, Dernsrorrr, 
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ERANCE. 

Paris, Nov, 30, 1818.—The dissolution of the 
august congress of sovereigns is confirmed. His 
majesty now forms one of five great arbiters of 
the destinies of Europe, and the world. The re- 
sult of this meeting of sovereigns has been the 
theme of universal admiration and praise. They 
did not condescend to notice the thousand sub- 
jects which the hungry correspondents of the ga- 
zeties had so positively asserted they would.— 
They confined themselves wholly to the things 
which related to France, and her reigning dynas- 
ty. They have done justice to her constancy and 
integrity; and she now reassumes her station in 
the ranks of nations. 

PROTOCOL, 

Signed at Aix-la-Chapelle on the 15th November, 
1818, by the plenipotentiaries of the courts of 
Austria, France, Great Britain, Prussia, and 
Russia 
The ministers of Austria, France, Great Britain, | 

Prussia, and Russia, as a consequence of the ex- 
change of the ratifications of the convention sign- 
ed on the Sth of October, relative to the evacu- 
ation of the French territory by the foreign 
troops, and after having addressed to each other the 
notes, of which copies are subjoined, have assem- 
bled in conference, to take into consideration the 
relations which ovght to be established, in the 
existing state of things, between France and the 
co-subscribing Powers of the Treaty of Peace of 
the 27th of November, 1815; relations which, by 
securing to France the place that belongs to her 
in the system of Europe, will bind her more close- 
ly to the pacific and benevolent views in which 
all the Sovereigns participate, and will thus con- | 
solidate the general tranquillity. 

After having maturely investigated the conser- 
vative principles of the great interesis which con- 
stitute the order of things established, under the 
auspices of Divine Providence, in Europe, by the | 
Treaty of Paris, of the 30th of May, 1814, the | 
Recess of Vienna, and the Treaty of Peace of the 
year 1815, the Courts subscribing the present acts, 
do, in consequence, unanimously acknowledge | 
and declare— 

1. That they are firmly resolved never to de- 
part, neither in their mutual relations, nor in 
those which connect them with other states, from 
the principles of intimate union which has hitherto 
presided over all their common relations and in- 
terests, an union rendered more strong and indis- 
soluble by the bonds of Christian fraternity which 
the Sovereigns have formed among themselves. 

2. That this union, which is the more real and 
durable, inasmuch as it depends on no separate in- 
terest or temporary combination, can only have for 
its ol'2ct the maintenance of general peace, found- 
ed on a religious respect for the engagements con- 
tained in the treaties, and for the whole of the 
rights resulting therefrom. 

3. That France, associated with other powers 
by the restoration of the legitimate Monarchical 
and Constitutional Power, engages henceforth to 
concur in the maintenance and consolidation of 
a system which has given peace to Europe, and 
ensured its duration. } 

4. That if, for the better attaining the above 
declared object, the Powers which have concur 
red in the present act, should judge it necessary 
to establish particular meetings either of the So- 
vereigns themselves, or of their respective Minis- 
ters and Plenjpotentiarges, to treat in common of 
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their proper interests, in so far as they have re- 
ference to the object of their present delibera- 
tions, the time and place of these meetings shall, 
on each occasion, be previously fixed, by means 
of diplomatic communications; and that in the 
case of these meetings having fcr their object af- 
fuirs specially ‘connected with the interests of the 
other states of Europe, they shall only take place 
in Consequence of a formal invitation on the part 
of such of ‘hose States as the said affairs may con- 
cern, and under the express reservation of their 
right of direct participation therein, either direct- 
ly or by their Plenipotentiaries. 

5. That the resolutions contained io the present 
act shall be made known to all the Courts of Bu- 
rope, by the subjoined declaration, which shall be 
considered as sanctioned by the Protocol, and 
forming part thereof. [See “ Netherlands,” ante.] 
_ Done in quintuple, and reciprocally exchanged 
in the original, by the subscribing Cabinets. 

MerrerRnNicu, HanpENBeEnG, 
Ricue Liev, Beansronrr, 
J CasTLEREAGH, NESSELRODE, 
7 WELLINGTON, Cavo D’Isrria: 
Aix-la-Chapelle, Nov. 15, 1818. 
SPEECH 
Of the King, delivered at the opening of the two 
Chambers, December 10, 1818. 
GENTLEMEN, 

At the commencement of the last session, whilst 
I deeply deplored the evils which weighed so 
heavily on our country, I had the satisfaction of 
observing that their termination was near. A gen- 
erous eflort, than which, I can proudly say, no 
other nation ever exhibited a more brilliant ex- 
ample, has enabled me to realize my hopes in this 
regard: they are so—-my troops alone occupy all 
our posts. One of my sons hastened to partici- 
pate with our enfranchised provinces in their first 
transports of joy, and has, with his own hands, 
and in the midst of the acciamations of my people, 
hoisted the standard of France on the ramparts of 
Thionville. This standard now waves over the 
whole soil of France. The day on which those 
of my children have been relieved from the bur- 
den of an occupation of more than three years 
duration, and which they supported with so much 
fortitude, will be one of the happiest days of my 
life; and my heart, purely French, bas not expe- 
rienced less joy at the termination of their evils, 
than at the liberation of our common country. 
lhe provinces which have so painfully occupied 
my attention to the present day, deserve to attract 
that of the whole nation, which, in unison with 
me, has admired their heroic resignation. 

The noble unanimity of heart and sentiments 
which you manifested, when I demanded of you 
the means to fulfil our engagements, displayed a 
signal proof of the attachment of Frenchmen to 
their country, of the confidence of the nation in 
its king; and Europe, with eagerness, has hailed 
France restored to the rank which belongs to her. 

The Declaration which announces to the world 
the principles on which the uzion of the five co- 
alesced powers is founded, clearly discloses the 
triendship which reigns among the Sovereigns. 
rhis salutary union, dictated by justice, and con- 
solidated by morality and religion, has for its ob- 
ject, to avert the scourge of war by an inviolable 
observance of treaties, by the guaraatee of exist- 
ing rights, and permits us to contemplate the 
lasting peace which such an alliance promises to 
ensure to Europe. 
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1 have awaited in silence this happy epoch, to || will be so, if in discarding every painful recollec- 
make arrangements for the national solemnity, in || tion of the past, stifling all resentment, French- 
which religion consecrates the intimate union of}! men be convinced that their liberties are insepa- 
the people with their king. In receiving the royal}! rable from order, which reposes on the throne, 
unction in the midst of you, E shali call to witness |! the palladium of both: my duty is to defend them 
the God by whom kings reign, the God of Clovis, i| against their common enemies: I will fulfil it: and 
the God of Charlemagne, the God of St. Lewis. 1)| I shall find in you, gentlemen, that support,which 


will renew on the altar, the oath to support the 


institutions founded by that charter, which I che- | 


rish still more cordially, since the French people, 
by a unanimous sentiment, have voluntarily ral- 
lied themselves around it. 

In the laws which will be submitted to your 
consideration, 1 shall take care, that the spirit 
of this charter be always consulted, in order to 


assure more and more the public rights of French- | 


men, and to secure to the monarchy that power 
which it ought to possess to enable it to preserve 
the liberties which are dear to my people 

In seconding my views and efforts, you will 
not forget, gentlemen, that this charter, by deli 
vermg France trom despotism, has put a period to 
revolutions. T confidently calculate on vour con- 
currence in repressing those pernicious princi- 
ples which, under the specious mask of liberty, 
attack social oi} ler, lead by anarchy to absolute 
power, the baneful success of which has cost the 
world so many tears and such torrents of blood 


My ministers willlay before you the budget of 


expenses required by the public service—the 


prolonged eilects of events, to which it was ne-| 


cessary to submit, or abide by the consequences, 


have not yet permitted me to propose to you an} 
burdens necessarily imposed} 


alleviation of the 
on my people, but IT have the consolation at no 
remote period, to perceive the moment, when I 
shall have the satisfaction oi gratifying this desire 
of my heart. From this momert, a period to the 
accumulationiof our debt iadefinitively fived. We 
have a certainty of its diminishing ina rapid pro- 
gression. This certainty, and the fidelity of 


France in the fulfilment of engagements, will es- | 


tablish public credit on an immoveable basis, 
which certain circumstances, temporary and 
common to other states, had appeared for a mo- 
ment to weaken. The youth of France have 
just given a noble proof of their love for their 
country aud their king. The recruiting law has 
been carried into etfect with submission, and in 
many instances with joy. Whilst the young sol- 
dicrs pass into the ranks of the army, their 
brothers freed from service, remain in the bosom 
of their families, and the s+ terans who have ter- 
minated their military career return to their fire 
sides, Both classes are living examples of the 
inviolable fidelity with which the laws will hence- 
forth be carried into execution 

After the calamities resulting from a year of 
scarcity, the recollection of which still saddens 
my -eul, Providence, prodigal this year of its 
blessings, has covered our fields with an abun- 
dant harvest. ‘This will give new vigour to com- 
smerce, and our vessels wafting our products to 
ever, sea, will display the French flay to the 
Mostdetant nation. Industry and the arts ex- 
ten ling their empire also, will enbance the hap- 
piness of the general peace 

To the independence of the country, and to 
public liberty, personal liberty is united, which 
France never before so completely enjoyed. 

Let us then unite our voices and sentiments of 
gratitude towards Uie author of so many blessings, 
and codeasour to rekier them permanent: they 


!\ | have never solicited in vain. 
| MEDITERRANEAN, 

From Gibraltar —Ourv Correspondent at Nor- 
\| folk (says the Baltimore Telegraph) informs us, 
{| that the Peacock, waich arrived at that port on 
| the 17th, in 40 days from Gibraltar, left the Ame- 
| rican squadron at Syracuse the 15th Nov. the offi. 
\| cers and their men generally well The Spark 
sailed the same day for Tripoli, with Mr. Jones, 
American Consul to the Regency, a4 passenger. 
The frigate United States was to sail for the 
United States as soon us she conld be relieved by 
|| the Guerriere, which was soon exnected, as the 
{| latter sailed from Gibraltar for Syracuse the day 
|} the Peacock sailed for the United States. Cap- 
jj tain Gamble of the Erie died at Pisa, the 8th 
ii Octodver, and was succeeded in the command of 
[the vessel by captain Ballard, of the Franklin, 
{| An American officer of marines has embraced the 
Mahometan religion at Constantinople — An affair 
of honor took place between two midshipmen 
of the American syuadron a short time before the 
P. sailed, in which Mr. Boardty, of Baltimore, 
was killed. 


i} 
i} 
q 


MISCELLANY. 
From the Boston Daily Advertiser, of the 22d JSit- 
|| nwary, 1819.—A letter from Mr. G.G. Barre!!, our 
| Consul at Malaga, to Mr. Topliff, dated Oct. 24, 
'} mentions that Capt. Sears, of Boston, Thomas C. 
{| Conckling, of Baltimore, and William Thompson, 
''who had been confined in prison at Ceuta, had 
| just arrived at Malaga, where they were brought 
for trial. Ife observes that nothing which can be 
i! done to assist them will be neglected, anid that 
ij} neither they nor the five other Americans who 
H have been in the prison of that city for more than 
}; a year are permitted to suffer from any thing but 
i}the loss of their liberty. It was expected thut 
|, their tial would take place in a few months. 





|} From the New-York Commercial Adv ortiser, of the 
25th of January, 1819—By the arrival of the 
} schooner Prize, capt. Soper, we learn, that colo- 
nel Irwin died at Old Providence on the 20th of 
September; and that commodore Aury, with his 
small squadron, as late as the middle of December, 
was still at that place, waiting for reinforcements 


Congress of the United States. 
{ SENATE. 

\} The reader will recollect that the Vice Pre- 
sident gave the casting vote, a few days ago, 
\!against the motion to strike out of the Military 
|| Appropriation Bill the specific appropriation of 
{| 10,000 dollars, for extra work of soldiers on pub- 
lic roads. The following is a sketch of the re- 
jmarks with which he prefaced his vote on that 
| occasion: 

“ If the clause proposed to be expunged, em- 
\'braced the constitutional question, which has 
|| been made the subject of discussion in the com- 
{| mittee, i should deem this decision of great re- 
‘sponsibility and importance, But I do not per- 
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ceive that this, or any other constitutional prin- | 
ciple, is involved in the clause under considera \ 
tion It imparts no new powers, nor gives any 
definite directions, to the Executive Department 
of the government, with regard to fatigue duty 
of the army or military roads; but merely appro- 
priates ten thousand dollars to pay the non-com- 
missioned officers and privates of the army for 
‘hat portion of their labor which may be performed 
on military roads in 1819. The proper depart 
ment will, of course, be governed in the expen- 
diture of that sum by a just construction of the 
Janse, with reference to the objects of the bill, 
to the constitution of the United States, and to 
the provisions of previously existing laws. 

“Even if the opinion were tenable, that no 
antecedent laws have vested the President of the 
United States with a discretion of devoting a part 
of the fatigue duty of the army, or of appropria 
tions for the quartermaster’s department, to the 
formation or repair of military roads, this clause 
would be unobjectionable and harmless; because 
no lawful application of the money, granted by it, 
could take place, until further legislative provi- 
sion should be made on the subject. 

“ Without insisting on the constitutional pre- 
yoratives of the President of the United States, as 
commander in chief of the army and navy, or upon 
the express powers to make pubtic roads through 
Indian territory and elsewhere, frequently granted 
by Congress; the Legislature of the nation has 
repeatedly conferred the authority of applying 
the labor of the army and general appropriations 
to the objects cortemplated in this section; for, 
when they gave to the Executive plenary powers 
to effect any certain and legal public object, the 
right to employ all lawful means to accomplish 


ihat object is necessarily implied and conferred. 


Thus, the law which enjoins on the President the | 


erection of fortifications, implies and compre- 
hends the right to procure the title and jurisdic- 
tion of eligible sites; to build wharves, bridges, 
and edifices: to improve the navigation of waters, 
and to open or repair the reads, indispensable to 
the occupation of those sites, for the accommoda- 
tion of the persons employed in the works, and 
for the conveyance and landing of matcrials to 
construct, munitions to equip, of troops to garri- 
son, and of provisions to supply those fortilica- 
tions. Roads of this description, are military roads, 
within the purview of the bill before the commit- 
tee. In like manner, under the laws which im- 
pose on the Executive the duty of guarding and 
securing our remote frontier, when it becomes 
indispensable to that end to occupy posts on In- 
dian tracts, or beyond inhabited territory, the 
right to open and make roads of access to such 
posts is clearly implied and granted. These, 
also, may be denominated military roads, on which 
this appropriation may, with propriety, be ex- 
pended. In various other instances, similar powers 
are incidental to, and comprehended in, general 
provisions. In this community none other can be 
tolerated, at the present time, as military roads, 
than such as may be made by the army, and are 
indispensable to the accomplishment of some 
present military object, sanctioned by the consti- 
tution and the laws already enacted. In pursu- 
ance of this exposition, without any express pro- 
vision for the purpose, a part of the labor of the 
army, and of the general appropriation for the 
quartermaster’s department, have been judici- 
ously, and, in my opinion, legally, devoted, for a 
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number of years past, to the construction and 
repair of roads of this description. To such 
roads, and to such only, the Executive, on a 
sound and legal construction of the section, not- 
withstanding its departure, in phraseology, from 
the grants of money heretofore made for, and ap- 
plied to, tbe same purposes, will be restricted in 
the application of this appropriation. If that ‘be 
conceded to ke the extent of the import of the 
clause before us, there can be no solid objection 
to its retention in the bill; and I, therefore, re- 
quest the Secretary to take my decision, of the 
motion to strike out, in the negative.” 
Friday, January 22. 

Mr Tait, from the committee on naval affairs, 
reported the bill making appropriations for the 
support of the navy for the vesr 1819, with some 
amendments; which were read. 

Mr. Stokes, from the committee on the post 
office and post roads, reported a bill to repeal 
that part of the act of 1813, regulating the post 
office establishment, which provides that “ con- 
tracts shall secure the regular transportation of 
the mail throughout each year,” which was read. 

Mr. Roberts, from the committee of claims, re- 
ported a bill fur the relief of Michacl Hogan, 
which was read; and made an unfavorable report 
on the petition of Thomas and Ogden. 

The report of the committee of claims, unfn- 
vorable to the petition of Alexander M‘Cormick, 
was taken up and agreed to. 

The Senate took up, for consideration, the re- 
port of the committee of claims unfavorable to 
the petition of James Edwards, who prays com- 
pensation for the loss of a negro slave, who was 
pressed into the service of the United States at 
New Orleans, in 1814, and kept on fatigue duty, 
in mud and water, clearing the Bayou St. John, 
for 27 days, from which service he contracted a 
disease which caused his death. 

The report on this case Mr. Crittenden moved 
to reverse, with instructions to the committee of 
claims to report a bill for the relief of the pcti- 
tioner. 

This motion Mr.Macon moved to amend, so ag 
to give instructions tu the committee to report a 
general bill to indemnify the owners of slaves 
lost by being impressed into the military service 
of the United States. 

On this proposition a good deal of discussion 
took place; and it was finally negatived. 

Mr.Crittenden’s motion was, after much debate, 
agreed to, by yeas and nays—yeas 24, nays 11. 

Mr. Macon then laid on the table a resolution 
directing the committee of claims to inquire into 
the expediency of reporting a bill with the pro- 
visions embraced in his motion above stated. 

Mr. Smith obtained leave of absence from the 
31st instant for the remainder of the session. 

Mr. Dickerson, from the committee appointed 
on that subject, reported the resolution proposing 
an ame:dment to the constitution as respects the 
mode of electing electors and representatives to” 
Congress, with amendments. 

Nhe bill for the relief of Thomas B. Farish was 
read the third time and passed 








The bill making appropriations for the military 
service for 1819 was ordered to a third reading 
Monday, January 25. 
On motion of Mr. Williams, of Ten. it was 
Resolved, Vhat the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be laid before the 
Senate a copy of the rules and regulations adopt. 
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ed fur the government of the military academy at 
West Point; also how many cadets hive been ad-| 
mitted into the academy, the term of the resi-| 
dence of each cadet at that institution, and how | 
many of them have been appointed officers in| 
the army of the United States. 

Mr. Ruggles submitted a motion to instruct the 
committee on the judéciary to inquire into the 
expediency of previding by law for the establish 
ment of a disirict court within the territory of | 
Michigan. . 
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instructed to inquire whether it is expedient to 
make any alteratian of, or addition to, the act 
Ppassed on the 18th January, 1815, entitled “ An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of government and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying a direct tax upon the 
United States, and to provide for assessing and 
collecting the same.” 

Mr. Morrow, from the committed on the pub- 
lic lands, reported a bill respecting the location 
| of certain sections of land, to be granted for the 


Mr. Koberts submitted the following motivn {| seat of government in the state of indiana; which 


for consideration: 
Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary ; 
be, and they are hereby, instructed to inquire in- | 


to the expediency of placing all criminal prosecu- } 


tions and suits, in which the United States shall | 


be a party, and the oflicers of the United States |! 


who commence such suits and prosecutions, un- | 


der the supervision a! direction of the attorney | 
general; and whether it be expedient to provide 
jor the appointment of an assistant attorney gene- i 
ral, who shall perform the duties of district attor- || 
ney for the District of Columbia, aud such other | 
duties as may be assigned him by law. 

Mr. Talbot, from the committee of finance, to 
whom was referred an inguiry into the expedien- | 
ey of prohibiting by law the exportation of the | 
gold and silver and copper coins of the United | 
States, made a report adverse to the expediency | 
of such prohibition; which was read. | 

Mr Eppes, from the committee of finance, to | 
whom an iaguiry into the subject had been re- 
ferred, reported a bill to continue in force the 
act regulating the currency within the United 
States of the gold coins of Great Britain, France, | 
Portugal, and Spain, and the crowns of France ; 
and five france pieces; which was read. 

Mr. Goldsborough, from the committee of 
claims, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Edward M‘Carty, and a bill for the benefit of | 
Jacob Purkill; whitch were severally read. | 

The bill making appropriations for the military ! 
service of 1519 was read the third time, as a-! 
mended by the Senate, passed, and returned to jj 





' 
" 


was read. 

On motion of Mr. Eppes, it was 

Resolved, ‘UVhat the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to prepare and report a bill to re- 
gulate the compensation and other allowance made 
to oflicers and soldiers employed in fatigue ser- 
vice, 





Tuesday, January 26. 

Mr. Roberts, from the committee of claims, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Rees Hill; and 

Mr. Wilson, from the sume committee, report- 
ed a bill fur the relief of the heirs of Nicholas 
Vreeland; which bills were read and passed toa 
second reading. 

The Senate then, on motion of Mr. Eppes, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill, from the 
other House, to authorize the payment, in certain 
cases, on account of ‘Treasury notes which may 
have been lost or destroyed, and the amendment 
reported thereto by the committee of tinance, 


| which, having been agreed to, the bill and amend- 
\, ment were ordered to a third reading. 


On motion of Mr. Morrow, the committee on 
the public lands were instructed to inquire if 
any and what amendments are necessary to the 
act for changing the compensation of receivers 
and registers of the land offices. 

Mr. Goldsborough, from the committee of 
claims, reported a bill for the relief of Pierre Denis. 

The Senate then, on motion of Mr. Barbour, 
resumed the consideration of the bill, from the 
other House, to establish a judicial district in 
Virginia, west of the Allegany mountains, toge- 


the House for concurrence in the amendments. || ther with an amendment reported thereto by the 

The bill making appropriations for the support | judic’ary committee; and, the amendment having 
of the navy, for the current year, was ordered to i been concurred in, it was, with the bill, ordered 
a third reading, as amended by the Senate. } to be read a third time. 

Che Senate fook up the motion made by Mr.| Mr. Williams, of Ten. from the military com- 
Macon, on the 22d instant, authorizing an inquiry | mittee, pursuant to instructions, reported a bill to 
into the expediency of paying for slaves impressed | regulate the pay of the army when employed on 
and lost in the service of the United States, and | fatigue duty; which was read. 
agreed to it. ; ; : | Mr. Tait, from the naval committee, reported 

The Senate passed a resolution directing the ja bill authorizing the purchase of live oak timber 
Seeretary to procure 53) copies of the report of || for naval purposes; which was read. 
the committee of the House of Representatives on Wednesday, January 27. 
the subject of the Bank of the United States || Mr. Macon, from the committee on foreign re- 

The bill authorizing the distribution of a sum | lations, communicated to the Senate three acts of 
of money among the representatives of Commo- j the British Parliament, respecting the West India 
dore Edward Prebie, and the oilicers and crew jj tr. le, which were ordered to be priated for the 
of the brig Syren; the bill further to extend the jj use of the Senate. 
ae s\ F of. oy United States; the bill fer | The resolution of the House of Representatives, 
the relief of Daniel Renner, and of N. H. Heath; |] requesting the Sens orm i . 
the bill to extend the jurisdiction of the Circuit b ~ Shores. Sein andl Seahda an caneeioas 
Courts of the United States to cases arising under |} witne ses ‘the select committee of tl ie 

4 i} sses, 1e House of 
the law relating to patents; the bill for the relief’! Kepresentatives appointed to investigate the of- 


} 


of Sampson L. King; were successively taken up, |) fic 


considered severally, and ordered to be read a 
third tine. i 
Mr. Metien submitted the following motion for 
consideration: | 


. oge ° » } 
Ressfoed, That the committee on finance be 


conduct of Judges Van Ness and Tallmadge, 
of New York, was taken up, and on motion of Me. 
Burrill, it was resolved that the leave requested 
be granted, 

Phe Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the cominittee on finance, unfavorable 
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to the petition of Nathaniel Goddard and others, 
formerly owners of the ship Ariadne and ber 
cargo; and after considerable discussion, the re- 
ort was concurred in, by yeas and nays, 32 to 4 
The bill to authorize the payment, in certain 
cases, of lost Treasury notes; and the bill to esta 
blish a judicial district in Virginia, west of the 
Allegany mountains, were severally passed, as 
amended by the Senate, and returned to the other 
House for concurrence in the amendments. 


The report of the committce of claims, unfa-|| 


vorable to the petition of kobert Sewall, was 
taken up and concurred in. 

Mr. Tait gave notice that he should, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill to authorize 
the President of the United States to purchase 
the lands reserved by the act of the 3d of March, 
1817, to certain warriors and other Indians ot the 
Creek nation. 

The motion submitted by Mr. Ruggles, on Mon- 
day, respecting the establishment of a District 
Court for the territory of Michigan, was taken up 
and agreed to. 

Thursday, January 28. 

Mr. Goldsborough from the committge of claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Gabriel Godtroy, 
and a bill for the relief of Nathan Ford; which 
were read. 

Agreeably to notice given, Mr. Tait, having 
obtained leave, introduced a bill to purchase the 
lands reserved by the act of the Sd of March, 
1817, to certain chiefs and warriors of the Creek 
nation; which bill was read. 

Mr. Roberts, from the committee of claims, 
made a report favorable to the petition of Elisha 
Hurt, and a bill for the relief of Daniel Henley; 
which were read. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of Mr. Roberts, of the 25th instant, and 
agreed thereto. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the |} 


resolution proposing to amend the constitution, 
so far as to produce an uniform mode of electing 
Electors of President and Vice President of the 
United States, and Representatives to Congress, 
together with the amendments reported thereto 
by the select committee. 

ndments were—first, after providing 
that the districts shall be formed of contiguous 
territory, and contain, as nearly as may be, an 
equal number of persons entitled by the consti 
tution to be represented, to insert, “ or of persons 
qualified to vote fur members af the most numerons 
branch of the state legislature.’ Second, to add at 
the end of the section the following: “ And if the 
“Legislature of any state shall fail to provide for 
“the election of Representatives, as hereby re 
“quired, Congress shall havé power to provide 
“for the same in the manner prescribed by this 
“ article.” 

After some discussion, the amendments were 
agreed to, and the resolution, as amended, or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Daggett, from the committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill to authorize 
William Prout to institute a bill in equity before 
the circuit court, against the Superintendent of 
the public buildings, and to direct a defence 
thereof; which was read. 

Mr. Mortow, from the committee on public 
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of lands not heretofore offered for sale, in the 
states of Ohio and indiana; which was cead. 

The Senate resumed, in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Gaillard in the chair, the consideration 
of the bill more effectually to provide for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States; and, after making some amendments there- 
to, which were concurred in by the Senate, the 
bill was ordered to be engrosed and read a third 
time. 

The President communicated a report from the 
Secretary of State, exhibiting the names of the 
clerks employed in that department, and the sa- 
laries allowed to each. 

Mr. Tichenor gave notice that he should, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to bringina bill to provide for 
the better organization of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. — 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday, Jan. 22. 

The bill, from the Senate, “ to provide for the 
more convenient organization of the Courts of 
the United States, and for the appointment of 
Circuit Judges;” was reported by Mr. H. Nelson, 
without amendment, and referred to a committee 
of the whole 





| Mr. Harrison, from the committee upon the 
|improvement in the organization, and discipline 
|of the militia, made a report, which was ordered 
| to lie on the table. 

| On motion of Mr. Hendricks, the committee on 
tne public lands were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of making provision for the dis- 
posal of those lands in the state of Indiana and 
Ohio, to which the Indian title has lately been 
extinguished. 

On motion of Mr. M‘Lean, the same committee 
were instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting the right of pre-emption of their set- 
jtlements to those persons settled upon lands of 
the United States in the state of Hlinois. 

Saturday, Jannary 23. 

The Speaker presented to the House a letter 
addressed to him, signed by Elias B. Caldwell, 
Walter Jones, and Francis 8. Key, a committee of 
the American Colonization Society, accompanied 
with an account of the measures pursued by the 
Society, for accomplishing the great object or its 
institution, and of the result of their inquiries and 
researches, as also of documents showing the un- 
lawful participation of the citizens of the United 
States in the African slave trade; which letter 
and documents were referred to a select commit- 
tee. 

On motion of Mr. Hendricks, the committee on 
public lands were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing additional land offices 
in the State of Indiana. 

Mr. Reed submitted the following preamble 
and resolution : 

Whereas a resolution was passed by the Con- 
gress of the United States, on the 14th day of 
October, in the following words, to wit : 

“© Resolved, That a monument be erected to 
ihe memory of the late Major General the Karon 
de Kalb, in the city of Annapolis, in the state of 
Maryland, with the following inscription: 

“ Sacred to the memory of the Baron de Kalb, 
Knight of the royal order of military merit, Bri- 
gadier of the armies of France, and Major Ge- 
nerai in the service of the United States of Ame- 
rica; having served with honor and reputation 





lands, reported a bill to designate the boundaries 
of districts, and establish land offices for the sale 





for three years, he gave a last and glorious proof 





76 


of his attachment to the liberties of mankind, 
and the cause of America, in the action near 
Camden, in the state of South Carclina, on the 
16th of August, 1780, when, leading on the troops 
of the Maryland and Delaware lines, against su- 
perior numbers, and animating by his example to 
deeds of valor, he was pierced with many wounds, 
and on the 19th following expired, in the 40th 
year of his age. The Congress of the United 
States of America, in gratitude to his zeal, servi- 
ces and merit, have erected this monument.” 

Resolved, therefore, That the aforegoing resolu- 
tion be referred to a select commiitee, with in 
structions to report a bill now to carry the same 
inte effect. 

The question to lay Mr Reed’s motion on the 
table was carricd—ayes 76, noes 42 

Monday, Jan. 25. 

Mr. Lowndes, from the select committe 
pointed on the 27th of November last, to inquire 
whether it be expedient to make any amendment 
in the laws which regulate the coins of the Unit- 
ed Staies and foreign coins ; and also to inquire 
into the expediency of fixing a standard of 
weights and measures, made a detailed report 
upon the latter subject; which was read and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Williams, of N.C. from the committee of 
claims, made an unfavourable report on the peti- 
tion of Richard B. Lee, |.te Commissioner of 
Claims; which was read and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Jones, from a select committee, made a 
report on the petition of Phebe Stuart, accompa- 
nied by a bill for her relief; which was twice 
read and committed 


e ap- 


Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, from the military 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of Ro- 
bert M‘Calla and Matthew H. Jouett; which was 
twice read and committed. 

MrT. M. Nelson, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the engrossed bill “ regulat- 


ing the payments to invalid pensioners,” report 


ed it with an amendment, (changing the mode of 
authenticating claims for pensions) which, (after 
an unsuccessful motion by Mr. Hugh Nelson to 
Iay the bill and amendment on the table) was 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Mercer, agreeably to an intimation which 
he bad given in committee of the whole, offered 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of War and the 
Navy be directed to lay before this House a copy 
of the military orders, in virtue of which the Ne 
gro Fort, within the territory of East Florida, was 
destrosed, in the month of July, 1816, together 
with the correspondence of colonel Clinch and 
com. Patterson in relation to that event. 

On suggestion of Mr. Strother, the following | 
was received by the mover as a part of the reso- 
lution : 

And any other information, which may be in 
their power, in relation to the movement of the 
Indians in the Seminole country. 


THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 


[No.5 


Tuesday, Jan. %, 

Mr. Smith, of Md. from the committee of ways 
and means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the support of government for the year 1819, 
which was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Lowndes, from the select comm ittee ap- 
pointed on the 27th Nov. last, to inquire wheth- 
er it be expedient to make any amendment in the 
laws which regulate the coins of the United 
States and foreign coins, made a detailed report 
thereon, accompanied by the following bill * sup. 
plementary to the act establishing a Mint.’ 

Be it enacted, 2c. That the treasurer of the 
mint shail be, and he is hereby, directed to retain 
fourteen grains and 85-LOUth of a grain of pure 
silver from every amount of 371 grains and 
25-100th of a grain of such silver deposited for 
coinage at the mint, after the passage of this act, 
so as to make the dollar of the United States con- 
iain 356 grains 40-100th of a grain of pure silver 
and S¥9 grains 36-100th of standard silver, 
and smaller coins proportional quantities of such 
silver, and the sum so retained shall be account. 
ed for by the said Treasurer with the Trea 
sury of the United Stites 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the gold 
bullion deposited for coinage at the mint after the 
passasve of this act shail be coined, as is now pro- 
vided by law, into eagles, half eagles, and quarter 
eagles. But the eagle shall contain 237 98-100 
grains of pure gold, and 259 61-100 grains of 
standard gold, and the smaller coins propor. 
tional quantitics of such gold respectively. And 
the person or persons by whom the said gold 
| bullion shall have been deposited shall receive in 
lieu thereof gold coins containing an equal quanti- 
ity of pure goid,with that contained in the bullion. 
| Provicled, always, that, when gold or silver bullion 
shall be deposited for coinage at the mint, which 
bullion shall be below the standard of the United 
States, a sum equivalent to the expense of refin- 
ing the same shall be charged in the manner pro- 
vided by the act respecting the mint, passed on 
the 24th of April, 1800. 

Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That nothing in this 
jact shall be construed to affect the regulations of 
the mint now provided by law, in respect to as- 
says, alloy, remedy, or in respect to the duties 
and liabilities of the officers of the mint, so far 
as such regulations are compatible with the pro- 
visions of the preceding section. 

Sec. 4. And be it enacted, That the parts of 
Spanish dollars, anc coins less than half dollars, 
issued from the mint of the United States, shall 
not be deemed to be a legal tender to an amount 
exceeding five dollars on any one debt. 

Mr. Lowndes, from the same committee, re- 
poited a bill continuing the currency, for a limit- 
ed time, of the crowns and five franc pieces of 
France ; which bills were severally twice read 
and committed. 

Mr. Bassett addressed the chair, and said, that 
he rose to perform a pleasing task, because it was 
connected with humanity. [t was to give praise 











Some conversation took place on this resolu- | 
tion, in which Mr. Mercer stated his object to be 
to show, by the papers called for, Kc. that the 
United States were the aggressors in the war 
which ensued with the Seminole Indians. 

On putting the question on Mr. Mercer’s reso- 
lution, it was discovered that there \ as not a quo- 
rum of the members present ; and 


and honor where praise and honor were due. It 
was (continued Mr. B.) said last night, from that 
chair, that sensible objects most forcibly attracted 
us. My heart responds to its truth. Most sen- 
sibly did I feel, on beholding in that chair a man 
whose life has been devoted to the amelioration 
of the state of man ; one who, without the influ- 
ence of kindred or country, and without any aid 








The House adjourned. 


save that of a common tongue, has passed the 
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vast Atlantic, to make known the hidden pomaass 
and blessings of knowledge. Thousands, said 
Mr. B. are now enjoying the happy fruits of his 
exertions, and millions to come will reap their 
profits, and drink again and again of the never 
jailing spring. IT should do injustice to the feel- 
ings of the house to dwell on the subject. Mr 
B. then submitted the following resolution, which 
was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That Joseph Lancaster, the friend of 
learning and of man, be admitted to a seat within 
the Hall of the House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Spencer, it was 

Resolved, Chat the Senate of the United States 
be requested to permit the attendance of the 
Hon. Mr. Daggett and the Hon. Mr. Hunter, 
meinbers of their body, before the committee ot 
the House of Representatives, appointed to in- 
quire into the oificial conduct of Wm. P. Van 
Ness and Matthias B. Tallmadge, to be examined 
touching the subject of said inquiry. 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, the House took up 
and proceeded to consider the resolution submit- 
ted by him yesterday, near the hour of adjourn- 
ment, calling for copies of certain documents from 
the War and Navy Departments, illustrative of the 
inquiry now pending before the House—and 
agreed to the same. 

The engrossed bill regulating the payment to 
invalid pensioners; the engrossed bill for the re- 
lief of Robert M‘Calla and Matthew LI. Jouett, 
and the engrossed bill for the relief of Phebe 
Stuart, were severally passed and sent to the 
Senate for concurrence. 

The bill for the relief of Hannah Ring and 
Luther Frink, was ordered to a third reading, 

Wednesday, January 27. 

Mr. Marchand, froma select committee, report- 
ed a bill supplementary to the act for the relief 
of Benjamin Wells; which was twice read and 
committed. 

The bill from the Senate, further to extend the 
jurisdiction of the circuit courts, to cases arising 
under the law relating to patents, and the bill to} 
extend the judicial system of the United States, | 
were received, twice read, and referred. 

The amendments of the Senate, to the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the na- 
vy for 1819, were taken up and agreed to. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Hannah Ring 
and Luther Frink was read the third time, passed, 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

The House then took up, in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Campbell in the chair, the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the military appropriation 
bill, which, being agreed to by the committee of 
the whole, were reported to the House, and, ith 
the bill, laid on the table. 

Thursday, January 28. 

Among a number of petitions this day pre- 
sented, was 

A petition by Mr. Irving, from the chamber of 
ecommerce of New York, praying for the establish- 
ment of an uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States. 

Also a petition by Mr. Crowell, from sundry 
merchants in the town of Blakely, in Alabama 
territory, praying that the said town may be 
established as a port of entry and delivery. 

Mr. Khea, from the same committee, on the 
memorial of Cornelius Roosa, reported a resolu 





tion “that the memorialist take nothing by his 
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Mr Herbert, from the committee to whom was 
referred the code of jurisprudence for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, prepared and transmitted to 
Congress by Wm. Cranch, Chief Justice of the 
District of Columbia, made a report thereon, con- 
cluding with a resolution to refer the said code to 
the Judges of the Circuit Court, and the Attorney 
of the said District, with a request to examine the 
same, and report to Congress at their next session 
such amendments thereto as to them may seem 
necessary; which resolution was agreed to by the 
House. 

Mr. Herbert, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the benefit of Wm. Cranch, Chief 
Justice of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, from the committee 
on military affairs, reported a bill extending the 
allowance to cadets; which bills were severally 
twice read and committed. 

The House took up for consideration the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill to establish 
a separate judicial district in the western part of 
Virginia. |The principal amendments were, to 
direct the holding of sia sessions in each year, 
instead of /sur, (two at Clarksburg, two at Lew- 
isburg, and two at Wythe court house;) and au- 
thorizing but ove clerk for the District, instead of 
two J 

Mr. M‘Coy moved that the billand amendments 
be indefinitely postponed, which was negatived. 

The amendments were then concurred in by 
the House; as were aiso those of the Senate to 
the bill providing for the payment of lost Il'reasu- 
ry notes in certain cases 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the amendments of the Senate to the military 
appropriation bill (heretofore stated in the pro- 
ceedings of the Senate;) when, 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, the gal- 
lery was cleared, and the doors closed; and the 
House remained in private session about two 
hours; when the doors were opened, and the 
House proceeded to the Orders of the Day. 


SELECTED VERSES. 

{Several of our respectable readers having inti- 
mated a wish that we should, now and then, 
insert verses or poetry in our print, we shail 
comply with that desire. The following is a 
neat Ait at babblers, and noisy commentators 
on every body’s business but their own.] 


THE PROGRESS OF REPORT, 


Report is, first, a piginy small, 

Vhat, shrewdly cautious, dares but crawl; 
She whispers this; hints that; looks shy; 
Sneales on, and squints, and learns to lie; 
Gains as she goes; grows boid and strong; 
Nor creeps, through fear, a pigmy long. 
But soon we see the monster rise, 
Stride round, and swell to giant size: 
With uplift hand and accent loud, 

Fright and amuse th’ astonish’d crowd; 
Wake all the passions; rouse to strife 
Neighbor with neighbor, man with wife; 
Jar and devange the social spheres, 

And set whole cities by the ears. 

Strange is her form. She runs or flies 
With spreading wings set full of eyes; 
Set full of ears her monstrous head 





mentorial;” which was concurred in by the house. ! 


And mouths and tongues that talk one dead. 





THE NATION 


And watches, listens, day and night, 
Pleas’d nothing less with wrong, than right; 
Hears, conjures, vents her motley tale, 
Harangues, puffs, libels, slanders, rails; 
And, where permitted most to dwell, 
Renders the neighborhood a hell. 


EDITOR’S CABINET. 

Crvy or oe 

January 30, 1819. 
Joseph Lancaster.—The citizens of Washington 
have recently had an opportunity of seeing, and 
hearing the Lectures of, this gentleman, who has 
been in the United States for some time past. 
He lectured twice this week, on Monday and 
‘Tuesday evenings, in the Capitol, to very respec- 
table and intelligent audiences, upon whom he 

appears to have made a favorable impression. 
Mr. Lancaster seems to be a man between 40 


and 50 years of age, of the middle stature, and fat! 


withal. His appearance is very much that of one 
of the Society of Friends, to which religious sect 
he probably belongs. His figure has little of cig- 
nity in it, less of polish, and nothing of grace: but 
he is evidently possessed of a tolerably strong and 
discriminating mind and a pleasant temper. His 
expression of yoice is distinct, and you may ob- 
serve that he feels himself in some degree an 
orator. As a speaker he has a good deal of ener- 
gry; and were he associated with any community, 
the basis of whose pulpit elocution is enthusiasm, 
he would, in our opinion, make a most contagious 
preacher. We cannot, however, altogether ap- 
prove cf Mr. Lancaster’s method of lecturing. 
lie is clear enough, it is true: you cannot well 
mistake him: but then he is familiar, ludicrous in 
some of his modes of illustration, and.sometimes 
descends to a pun. This tends to diminish the 
respect entertained for his system. 

in this system there is something substantially 
good, and something frivolous. It is like most 
new things that become fashionable; that is, it is 
a little over-rated. Mr. Lancaster explained it 
pretty much in detail. 

‘he chiet merit of the plan consists in two par- 
ticulars: 1. The multiplication of tutors; and, 2d. 
Ihe cheapness of materials for instruction. 

A school, according to this system, may be as 
There 
is a principal master; and, under him, all the 
boys are divided into small classes of 8 or 10, with 


large in point of numbers as you please. 


a monitor to each class, who acts as a teacher or 
usher, and belongs, himself, to the next class 
above him. Thus, a monitor, at the same time, 
teaches and is tanght. The whole operation of 
the school is borrowed from military tactics, and 
the non-conmnissioned officers 
Wien thes 
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sons, they wheel iuto semi-circles, from the maiy 
body of the school-room to the sides; and, when 
they are done, they return to their places. Their 
hats are slung, like knapsacks, over their should. 
ers; and, when they are preparing to write or 
cypher, the word of command is given, and they 
clean slates or show slates, just as soldiers, at the 
word of command, shoulder firelock, &c. This 
may be called the discipline of the school, where. 
by much time is saved, as a great many are put 
through their exercise, or lessons, ’at the same 
time, and confusion is avoided by ditferent modu- 
lations of the voice. 

The saving in the materials of instruction by 
this method is unquestionably of considerable 
amount. A slate serves, in a great measure, in- 
stead of paper; and a single sheet of paper, with 
a lesson printed on it in large letters, answers for 
a whole class, every boy of which can see and 
spell or read it at the same time. 

This brief explanation may satisfy the reader 
that the system of education propagated by Joseph 
Lancaster is well enough calculated for ordimary 
branches of learning, and that it will be very use. 
ful to the children of the poor and the destitute. 
Indeed, it is in this light that Mr. Lancaster prin- 
cipally regards it himself, if we rightly understood 
him. Of the purity of his motives no person who 
heard him can doubt; of the expanded benevo- 


‘lence of his beart the Christian world is full of 


proofs. 

Mr. Lancaster, if we comprehended him, means, 
hereafter, to make his home at Philadelphia or 
New York; journeying forth, at times, through 
the several states, to extend and perfect his 
system. With such excellent intentions, every 
friend to the welfare of the country must wish 
him long life and health. But as he does intend to 
remain among us, it was ill-jndged, we think, in 
him to offer any thing like the incense of flattery 
to the Americans. That we are more virtuous 
than the Europeans, we very much doubt. We 
live better, perhaps, in the main; but that is, ina 





| country. 


great measure, owing to our residing in a new 
It is sufficient if we are as good as the 
people of other nations; and we ought to thank 
God that we are not worse; for every day Europe 
is pouring out upon our shores, among numbers 
of virtuous emigrants, who ought to receive a 
hearty welcome, the most vicious of the human 








race. At this moment, it is said, the ravisher and 
murderer of Mary Ashford—whose story our read- 
ers are doubtless acquainted with—resides in 
Baltimore, having been driven out of England by 
the moral force of public sentiment; and we per: 
ceive, by the latest English advices, that the con- 
victed fabricators of poisonous tea and simulated 
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coffee are hastening hither as to an asylum for 
the oppressed! 


Panking.—The crimes produced by the present 
spurious system of banking are so numerous, that 
a work as large as the “ Newgate Calendar” 
would not contain a specification of the whole. In 
England, the art of forgery has arrived at such a 
degree of refinement, that the officers of the 
bank there are no longer able to discriminate be- 
iween false and genuine notes, and several per- 
sons charged with the offence of forgery have 
been acquitted by a jury, simply because the offi- 
cers of the bank could not satisfy them that the 
bills alleged to be forged were actually so. It is 
said that, in consequence of the ingenuity of the 
English. rogues, agents have been sent to the U- 
nited States to procure engravers to execute 
‘plates for them of a peculiar kind. In this de 
scription of warfare between honesty and knave 
ry, the danger is, that the knaves may get the 
better of the honest men; for if it should once 
happen that it is more lucrative to work for coun- 
terfeiters than for the banks, we should have very 
little faith in the mere moral force of the human 
heart, except in some few instances, to resist the 
temptation. Self-interest is the foundation of vir- 
tue as it is of crime: the difference between that 
interest in the one case and the other is, that the 
self interest which produces the former is social 
and well regulated; whereas, in the latter case, it 
is single and licentious. Jn this country the cor- 
tuptions of the banking system have infected all 
classes of the community. The very officers of 
the bank, it is now irrefutably proved, in several 
instances, have shown that they are destitute of 
that probity, without which the most common 
transactions of life become a scene of scrambling 
and swindling. Presidents, cashiers, and direc- 
tors, of banks, have been exposed to the world as 
defrauders and open robbers of the institutions 
over whose interests and purity they have been 
appointed to watch, The deserving stockholders 
of the Bank of the United States have been cheat- 
ed, by mismanagement, of their lawful dividends, 


‘ by some of the very men appointed to carry on 


business for them. What can be a more open 
confession of imbecile or fraudulent management, 
than a dividend of only two and an half per cent. 
for half a year—not legal interest!—when the Bank 
of the United States had so many advantages for 
banking in its favor? Itis ridiculous to urge the 
use of soft words in cases of this kind. When dis- 
honesty of the most flagrant description stalks 
abroad, we are to touch it, are we? with nothing 
but hands of silk and velvet! ‘These reprobate 
bank jobbers are not one whit better than the fa- 
Mous Barrington, whom a British court of justice 
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sent to Botany Bay for picking pockets. Barring- 
ton had invented a very ingenious instrument for 
this purpose, and only plundered individuals: but 
here is an instrument, in the shape of « bank, 
which has picked pockets by wholesale; yet not 
one of the offenders who used it for such base 
purposes will be even arraigned at the bar of a 
criminal court. They will, it is true, be tried by 
the moral sense of their fellow-citizens, and most 
severely will they be scourged. But it is deplo- 
rable to think that vice is thus creeping upwards, 
into the more elevated ranks of society! What 
will foreign nations think of us? Our national 
character is at stake, and unless prompt and 
strong measures are taken to redeem it, we must 
sink in the estimation of mankind in general. 


Mistory of Congress.—I{t was our intention cur- 


; rently to follow the thread of the debate in the 
| House of Representatives on the report from 


the military committee on the Seminole war: but 
so great is the latitude of discussion, and so ma- 
ny the speakers, that we are persuaded it will 
be more satisfactory to the readers of the Na- 
tional Register to receive, what we propose to 
give them as soon as the debate is closed, a sum- 
mary of the arguments of the orators on each 
side of the question. The public are aware, we 
presume, that the debate leads only to the ex- 
pression of an ofinion, and not to any act. As to 
the report of the majority of the military commit- 
tee, to which we had proposed to pay our re- 
spects, we postpone our observations on that to 
the same time. The discussion, it is said, has 
been free. Free letit be, both out of Congress and 
in. On this subject we recommend to the atten- 
tion of our readers the letter of “ ‘Themistocles,” 
in this number of our paper, addressed to Mr. 
Clay.—Vice President Tompkins’ observations in 
the Senate, in giving his vote on the military ap- 
propriation bill, will be found at once clear and 
plausible. The President, in approving the bill, 
will probably act upon the same reasoning: that 
is, that an appropriation of money, to pay sol- 
diers for working on roads to be used for milita- 
ry purposes, does not involve the principle of ap- 
propriations for the construction of roads and 
canals. 

Official Notices, &c. &c—The Senate of the 
United States have advised and consented to the 
ratification of the convention recently concluded 
hetween the United States and Great Britain 
The President will, therefore, we presume, ratify 
it; and, as soon as the ratifications have been duly 
exchanged, the convention will no doubt be pub- 
lished. 

General Jacksoy, commander of the southern 
division of the army of the United States, arrived 





